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Unit States concern about possible outcome of 


Rest) \89827/1260/31 | debate in Security Council on the 5 captured British 
; oie subjects, and the action they Eropose aS paises 


TELEGRAM FROM Refers to telegram 8 
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WASHINGTON (Sir O Franks) It has transpired that United States are hesitant 
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Neo. 356 


in agreeing to support United Kingdom motion in the 


Security Council, since they lack certain knowledge 


Hains 20 Jul 48 | that the men had or had not been indulging in 
espionage. Other matters which are causing State 

Received 21 Jul 48 | Department concern are detailed. State Dept are 

in Registry | asking Jewish authorities in Palestine through their 


representative in Washington to release the men to 
the Truce Commission so that debate may be avoided, 
and ask U.K. Del not to bring matter to Council yet. 
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adlressed to Forei,:n Ufiice tei s: 
July repeated for inioriaiion to Uh. 


Your telegram ijo,8020, Five British subjects 
kidnapped in Palestine, 





watier has been discussed fully with Satterthwaite 
and Rusk of the State Department, hey are anxious to 
help us and recognise the importance of upholding authority 
of Truce Commission, On the other hand, they still find 
it difficult to define their attitude in the Security 
Council before they can see how the matter is likely to 
develop there, ‘They think it likely tuat Jews will seek 
to inject into the debate, charges of espiona:e, etic, 
against the five .en, and they are seriously concerned 
lest it will prove impossible to prevent debste decenerat= 
in;; inio & seilie judicial discussion or the iterits or denerits 
of the Jewish case against the men and lest op ortunity be 
taken by the Russians and others to confuse the issue by 
producing sllegations of alleged Arab violations of the 
truce with British connivance and sup ort etc, ney 
are also worvied about the possibility that, even if debate 
in Security Council resulted in eo order to Jewish autuorie 
ties to surrender tic en to the vruce Commission, conditions 
might be attached mich would iave the effect of obliving 
the latter body to act as custodians of the iien until 
the charges against them, had ween investigated, 


2, in the course of a long discussion, It emerged that 
vh.t sesaed to lie behind the State Depariuent’s hesitation 
was tne lack of certain knowledge wheiner the uso nad in 
fact been indulzin,; in any rom or es ,ionage or other 
Lliproper activities such as artillery soct ins for the 
Arabs. /é said we nad had no indicaticn thet you had any 
doubts on this score, Sut it would be helpful if you 
sere able to give Staite vepariiient a cateczoric assurance 
het to the best of your kno: ledge the 260 Were not guilty 
or such practices and that you felt conrident or desling 
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3, .eanwhile, State Deyariiient wave osree 
Jevish representative in -ashing ston as soon as possipls © 
and shrouch him to send a iiessase to the Jewish autuorltiss 
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Washington telegram io, 3567 to Foreign Office. 
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in Palestine urging them strongly to release the men 

at once to the Truce Comiission so that debate in 
Security Council may be avoided, In order to give them 
time to take this action, State Department have asked 
that the United Kingdom delegetion in New York should 
take no steps towards brin-ing the maiter before the 
Security Council for at least twenty-four hours, I 
understand that there is to be n>) meeting of the Security 
Council tomorrow and that the United Kin dom delegation 
in New York will make no request for a special session 
pending your instructions, I would strongly urge that 
we allow the United States Governuent time to learn the 
result of their approach to the Jewish authorit&s before 
we take any further action in New York, 


4, If you wish me later on to discuss matter further 
with State De ,artment here I should welcome guidance on 
point raised in paragraph 6 of New York telegram No, 
1979 to you. 
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